Effective Questioning

“The power to question is the basis of all human progress” (Indira Gandhi — 1975)

“l had six honest serving men.
They taught me all | knew;
Their names were Where and What and When

And Why and How and Who.”

Rudyard Kipling

We seek to deepen pupils’ thinking skills by empowering them to ask and answer different types of
guestion. These include factual questions, and questions which require interpretation, speculation
or imagination. Pupils also learn that some questions may be answered by looking for scientific
evidence, while other questions are more philosophical and may have more than one “correct”
answer.

To support questioning for enquiry, strategies developed from “Philosophy for Children” (P4C) are
used to enable pupils to think critically and collaboratively. Philip Cam’s “Question Quadrant” is also
employed to assist pupils in asking Factual, Speculative, Scientific and Philosophical questions in
relation to short stories and novels read during literacy lessons.
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